Comments on Vincenzo Di Maro’s “Looking Within The Household: Impacts For Individual Outcomes using Aggregate Household Data”

· Very interesting paper: the issue is no doubt very relevant in terms of evaluating the program’s effectiveness. Good read.

Four main comments:

· Validation. The paper draws on Chesher (1997) to estimate age-calorie intake profiles. This methodology has been validated for a few European countries. But, does this ensure us that the model will fare well with rural households in Latin America? I believe the paper will benefit with a discussion of this and validation using data sources from Mexico (or other LA countries).

· More detail on how data on food consumption is collected.

· The estimation is based on age and sex of household members and household income. Could it be that other household features matter? i.e., education of head of household or of the mother.

· On the results. The paper concludes that there is a positive nutritional impact for younger ages. My reading of figures 2 and 4, however, suggests that for female children below 10 years old, given the confidence interval, there is no impact.

